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THE CLAY PIPES FROM THE EAST GATE SITE. GLOUCESTER by A.A. Peacey 

The East Gate site is of particular value to the study of clay pipes in the Gloucester region because of its 
abundance of well-stratified material from the last quarter of the 17th and first quarter of the 18th centuries. 
Of the 316 stratified bowls recovered, 260 are within this date bracket. 

Throughout the middle of the 17th century the Bristol pipemakers supplied Gloucester with pipes almost to 
a saturation level, but in the 1660's this situation altered dramatically, and few Bristol pipes occur in 
Gloucester after this date. This change appears to result from the rise of the industry in Broseley, pushing 
its products via the Severn to the West Country and South Wales, and the coinciding establishment and!· 
rapid growth of Gloucester's own pipe makers (Peacey 1979). The Gloucester Port Books record cargoes of 
pipes being carried through Gloucester on Bewdley vessels from 1684 to 1699 (S.W."Davies, pers. comm.) 
and though the origin is not given, it is clear from the archaeological record that these pipes were of 
Broseley manufacture. Four types are typical of this peak of the Broseley trade at the end of the 17th 
century. Types 2 and 3 (broadly contemporary) followed by 4 and 5 (also broadly contemporary). With the 
introduction of the very distinctive Type 5 came a new type of stamp, usually rectangular, with the marker's 
name in full, and in a few cases incorporating a date. Dated pipes of this type are known from eight 
different makers, the dates ranging from 1687 to 1697 (Atkinson 1975). It is certain, therefore, both from 
the archaeological and the documentary material, that Broseley pipes were coming into Gloucester at the 
end of the 17th century. The terminal date for production of Broseley Type 5 is given by Atkinson as 
1730, though it seems probable from the archaeological material that by this time the form had been largely 
superceded by the longer-lived Type 4. 

The table ( 3·37) shows the occurrence of pipe types in Period groupings. The Gloucester and Broseley 
types are arranged in chronological order with particular stamped pipes shown separately. The table 
highlights patterns of localised distribution which may be significant but which could equally reflect chance 
survival. For instance, evidence from the recent excavation of a pipe kiln dump off Quay Street, Gloucester 
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Figure 96. East Gate. Clay pipes. Drawn by A.A. Peacey. Scale 1/1. 
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Figure 97. East Gate. Clay pipes. Drawn by AA Peacey. Scale 1/1. 



(site 28/79, unpublished) where Gloucester Types 4 and 8 (Peacey 1979) were manufactured, showed them 
to be contemporary with Broseley Types 2 and 3, yet at the East Gate site, among Period 12 groups 
producing Types 4 and 8, there are no examples of the Broseley Types 2 and 3. It is also noticeable that 
whereas the East Gate site produced 21 stratified Broseley Type 5's, there is only one Broseley Type 4, yet 
they were produced contemporaneously, as is shown by the occurrence of the minute stamps, made for 
application to the end of the Type 4 spur, on the large heel of Type 5 pipes from Lower Wick, Tewkesbury, . 
and the Tanners Hall, Gloucester (Peacey, forthcoming b). The Gloucester Type 10 is abundant in both 
Periods 12 and 13 whereas the broadly similar Type 6, with one exception, is only found in Period 13. 

Period 13Bl is the earliest on the East Gate site to produce the early 18th century Type 13, with examples 
marked on a raised cartouche, on the right-hand side of the bowl, P A, a pipe that on distributional evidence 
is certainly a Gloucester product. The similarly marked I B pipe also has a distributional bias towards 
Gloucester but is found over a wider area and could be a Bristol product. The pipe with incuse marking H 
H Oil the back of the bowl is attributable to Henry Hoare of Bristol (J ackson and Price 1974), an apprentice 
of Robert Tippet 11, who took his freedom on 22 July 1699 and in turn took apprentices between 1716 and 
1723. Pipes recorded from Bristol marked in a cartouche on the side R. TIPPET and again incuses on the 
back of the bowl H H show that both methods of marking were in use in Bristol at the turn of the 17th 
century. The cartouche mark does not appear to have been used by the Gloucester makers much before 
1725, but continued in use in Gloucester, and at Wickwar in south Gloucestershire, well into the third 
quarter of the 18th century. 

Period 14 is marked by the occurrence of Gloucester Types 16 and 17, some of the latter bearing the initial 
spur mark of Robert Williams, working at Worcester Street, Gloucester from 1849 to 1866. 

CATALOGUE OF ILLUSTRATED PIPES 

1. A mid 17th century pipe with impressed wheel mark 
on the heel. This type of mark is common in 
Herefordshire, occurring frequently in Gloucestershire 
to the West of the Severn but rarely to the East. 

2. Gloucester Type 3b, marked with an impressed square 
and two dots recorded also from Quay Street. 

3. Gloucester Type 4, marked W B recorded from 
Gloucester and Ross probably the work of a 
Gloucester maker, both Waiter Barney and William 
Brimyard were working in this period. 

4. Late 17th century 'mulberry' pipe, the bowl decorated 
with a mould-imparted arrangement of raised dots. 
These pipes have a widespread distribution but were 
made at several places. This example is typical of the 
locality. 

5,6 & 7. Gloucester Type 11, stems decorated with zig zag 
rouletting. 

8. Gloucester Type 4, stem decorated with plain milling. 
Pipes of this type similarly decorated were made at 
Quay Street, Gloucester c. 1660-1680. 

9. Gloucester Type 8, stem decorated with plain milling. 
Pipes of this type similarly decorated were made at 
Quay Street, Gloucester c. 1660-1680. 

10. The form of this pipe is suggestive of a source in 
Herefordshire. The stem is decorated with plain 
milling. 

11. Early 18th century pipe with milling on the stem; a 
late example of this type of decoration which seems to 
have ceased at the same time as the use of milling to 
the bowl rim. 

12. Stem decorated with zig zag rouletting. 
13. Stem decorated with a twist. Similar examples from 

Broseley are of mid 18th century date. 
14. Stem decorated with triangular milling. 
15. Stem, mould marked in relief...D Liberty No. 45, a 

commemorative reference to edition number 45 of The 
North Briton, a paper published in 1763 in which John 
Wilkes attacked the King's speech to Parliament. He 
was expelled from the Commons but was acclaimed by 
the working class. 

16. Broseley Type 2, impressed stamp with a conjoined M 
D and three dots in relief. 

17. Broseley Type 5. 
18-30. Makers stamps from the heels of Broseley Type 5 

pipes. All are impressed with the letters, bars etc. in 
relief. No. 20 is an example of the dated stamp. 
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31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

Broseley Type 4, with minute stamp on the base of the 
spur, impressed ground with conjoined W D in relief. 
Bristol pipe of Henry Hoare with an incuse mark H H 
on the back of an early 18th century form. 
Gloucester Type 13, with a raised disc cartouche on 
the side of the bowl surmounted by the mark P A and 
a star in relief. 
Gloucester Type 13, with relief! B in a circular 
cartouche. 
Gloucester Type 13, with a raised disc cartouche and 
the relief letters P A. 
Relief spur mark T M probably the work of Thomas 
Mathews working in Gloucester in the 18th century. 
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